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treatment of so vast a subject; but the author, by confining himself to matters 
of essential importance is able to offer a cogent and persuasive argument. 
Many references are given, especially to recent works upon the evolution of 
social and political institutions, which will certainly prove helpful to readers 
who are interested to pursue further reading in connection with the subject. 
The author's conception of the world-process is of course idealistic and theistic, 
but it is an ethical or even a pragmatic rather than an absolute idealism which 
he defends. He insists that the true method of historical interpretation is to 
treat history as a genetic process and not as a collection of static facts. Inter- 
pretation will therefore depend upon the discovery of genetic relationships 
both prior and subsequent to any event or epoch under investigation. He is, 
however, at pains to disavow any all-inclusive monistic interpretation of his- 
tory: The investigator who proceeds inductively must guard against postu- 
lating any fixed end or ultimate goal as the objective of the historical move- 
ment. But if the world-process is truly a ' going concern ' it must reveal some 
general tendency or direction which a fair and intelligent induction from the 
facts of history will make plain. Such an inductive investigation will, the 
author believes, show a general direction in history away from what is mechan- 
istic, economic, and animal, and toward that which is personal and ethical. 
The most formidable obstacle to such spiritual interpretation of history is 
found in the geographic and economic theories of history which seem now to 
dominate the thought of working historians. The author gives full recognition 
to the weight' of scientific authority which at present sustains such interpre- 
tations and adopts the sound strategy of attributing to the physical factors 
all the efficacy claimed for them — short of actual control. He is careful to 
show how at every stage of human progress geographic situation and economic 
tension furnish the conditions under which personal development is achieved. 
To prove his own thesis of the spiritual significance of historical development 
against thoroughly mechanical interpretations he maintains that the course 
of social evolution tends to set from materialistic situations toward (1) the 
substitution of the authority of inner sanctions and inhibitions for the appeal 
to force; (2) the increasing appreciation of the personal worth of the indi- 
vidual; and (3) the transformation of the fight for rights into the giving of 
justice. These three inductions he defends in succeeding chapters and 
marshals an array of evidence sufficient, it would seem, to impress any mind 
open to conviction. — Several troublesome typographical errors were noticed; 
in the references given on p. 169 Bosanquet's Principle of Individuality and 

Value is attributed to Bradley. 

Henry Wilkes Wright. 
Lake Forest College. 
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